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Kevin, Rahela, Abi (14), Joseph (12), and Kara (5). The Conways are missionaries who have been 
working with Church Resource Ministries (CRM) in Osijek, Croatia. 

Did you know . . .

. . . the necktie was invented in 
Croatia?

. . . Croatia is the home of the 
dalmatian dog breed from the 
Dalmatian Coast?

. . . is known as “the country of 
1,000 islands,” only 50 of which are 
inhabited?

. . . Croatia has eight national parks 
with some of the most beautiful 
waterfalls in the world?

Kevin teaches and pastors future Christian leaders in Eastern Europe at Evangelical Theological 
Seminary (ETF), a seminary that trains people from all over Europe in the Scriptures. The family 
is also involved in teaching about church planting and church leadership. While the kids are at 
school, Rahela leads a group of women who study the Bible and encourage and pray for each 
other. 

The Conway family will be living in the Wheaton area during the 2011–12 school year. You are 
encouraged to invite them over for a meal and get acquainted. Learn about their lives in Croatia 
and give them the enjoyment of getting to know you. You can email the Conways at kevin_
rahela@yahoo.com.

 PRAY for the Conways

• Praise that Abi, Joseph, and Kara are adjusting in their new schools. Pray that they will 
connect to other kids in our big church!

• Pray for Kevin as he works to complete his doctoral degree during the time they are here in 
the United States.

• Pray that church leaders in Croatia would be humble with one another and become better 
unified in leading the church in their nation.

CHALLENGE  As you attend various church activities this year, take a step of courage and 
reach out to kids you may not know. Say hello and ask them some questions—make them feel 
welcome. Think about how compassionate Jesus was to all people and how He wants us to 
become more like Him.
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Welcome Parents!

We are so glad you’ve chosen to pick up this guide and begin a journey that we believe will change the life 
of your family in incredible ways. The Home Discipleship Guide you have in your hands is a tool that offers you 
simple steps to help you develop your children’s faith and bring the life-changing power of the Gospel into 
their lives.  

In Deuteronomy 6:5-7 we find what Jesus called, “the first and greatest commandment.” 

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength. These 
commandments that I give to you today are to be upon your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about 
them when you sit at home...”

God commands parents to impress the truths of the Bible on the hearts of their children.  We do this by 
spending time talking about God’s Word and sharing our faith with them as we live our lives day by day.  An 
important part of obeying God’s command in this passage is being very intentional about setting time aside 
at home to read the Scripture, pray and focus our attention on the God that loves us so much that He sent His 
Son to die for us on the cross.  

This time together will also deepen and strengthen family relationships and provide an opportunity for you 
to take the lead in passing on faith to your children. As your family’s faith grows at home, it will lead to greater 
worship and service in the church as you seek to follow God’s great commission to go and make disciples of all 
nations. 

START SLOWLY
Unfortunately, few Christian adults today grew up in families that read the Bible together or practiced 
intentional discipleship at home. If this has not been a regular part of your life, there is good news! It’s never 
too late to begin -- with teenagers, or even with grandchildren. This guide is designed to give you a variety of 
ideas to begin spiritual conversations in your home. 

UNDERSTANDING THE HOME DISCIPLESHIP GUIDE
Our vision is to see the church partner with parents so that our children and grandchildren would know 
and love God. In order to bring our church and our families together to pass faith to our children, we have 
strategically aligned our elementary children’s curriculum with this Home Discipleship Guide. 

We are excited about what families will learn about God and His Word at church, but we believe that the 
spiritual teaching they receive at home is essential for their faith development. God created parents to take 
the lead in passing faith to their children at home, and it is the church’s job to help parents be successful. That 
is what the Home Discipleship Guide is all about. We want to give you the tools, ideas, and resources you need 
to impress the hearts of your children and teens with a love for God.

Using this guide during the week will help your family to grow in the Lord, and then when your children join 
us for Children’s Ministry on Sunday mornings, we will reinforce the Scriptures and truths they have been 
learning at home. This is a key point. The Home Discipleship Guide is built for your family to explore the Bible 
together during the week prior to kids hearing that Scripture taught in their church program. Home first - 
church second. 

HOW TO USE THE HOME DISC IPLESHIP GUIDE
GROWING FAITH AT HOME
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HOW TO USE THE HOME DISCIPLESHIP GUIDE
Every chapter of this guide has a variety of sections for you to use with your family.  Ideally you 
would take some time each week to do this in your home. It will take around 20–30 minutes to do 
the main activities.  

Each home discipleship time has four suggested components:

1. ACTIVITY  If time permits, start with something fun! 

2. SCRIPTURE READING  This is the most important part of family time. God uses His Word to 
transform us! 

3. TALK ABOUT IT  Dig into the truth of God’s Word and apply it. 

4. PRAYER  End your family time with prayer. 

The following sections can help supplement the discipleship of your family:

CATECHISM QUESTIONS

Catechism is a fancy word for using questions and answers to teach children about God and His 
Word. Kids particularly enjoy it when they can ask the questions of the other family members and 
see if they know the answer. 

DIGGING DEEPER FOR TEENS

These are questions to help you engage your teenager in a substantive conversation about God 
and His Word. The questions are also designed to help parents and teens deepen their relationship 
with each other. When our kids are teenagers, they need us more than ever before as they are 
making major decisions that will impact the rest of their lives.

REACHING THE WORLD

This page can help your family learn about what God is doing in the world and some ways we can 
pray for the missionaries our church supports.  Each month will feature a different missionary, ways 
you can pray for them, and information about their ministry.
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THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 3
Matthew 9:18-26     Two Miracles

FAMILY MEMORY VERSE
Jesus turned and saw her. “Take heart, daughter,” he said, “your faith has healed you.” and the woman was 
healed from that moment. Matthew 9:22

ACTIVITY
Words in bold are what you can say to lead this activity.
Supplies needed: A newspaper, or news magazine.

To begin family time today we have an activity. I have a newspaper here, and your mission is to work 
together and go through the pages of the newspaper and try and find the pictures of three powerful 
people. If you can’t find pictures, you can use their printed names from the text.

Three powerful people...go!

Feel free to divide up the newspaper/magazine into sections so each person can search for pictures. 

After a few minutes, ask the family to share about the three powerful people they found.

Great job! I want to ask you some questions about the people you found. Who do you want to start 
with? (Choose one picture)

What makes this person powerful? Listen to the responses.

Is there someone who is even more powerful than this person? 

If it is an athlete, is there someone even better? If it is a politician, is there a politician who is higher up? For 
instance, if you were talking about the President of the United States, the people of the United States have 
more power than he does because together they can vote him out of office.

There are many powerful people in the world, but there is always someone or some group who has 
more power. 

We are going to keep reading through the book of Matthew. In our Scripture today, we are going to 
learn more about Jesus, and His great power. We are going to learn about what made Jesus so powerful, 
and that no one has more power than He does!

PRESCHOOL FUN
I need help! We all know what it’s like to need help from someone bigger and stronger. Ask your preschooler 
to move a heavy couch. Let your child give it a try. How can they move the couch? They need to ask for help. 
Teach them to say, “Mom/Dad can you move the couch for me?” Show your child how you can move the couch 
(just a few inches is OK).

When we can’t do things, we should ask for help. Explain to your child that there are some things that only one 
person is strong enough to do. Only one person is strong enough to heal those who are sick. Only one person 
is strong enough to bring someone back to life. Only one person is strong enough to save us from our sins. 
Who is that one person? King Jesus!
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SCRIPTURE READING
Read Matthew 9:18-26 together as a family. Consider asking different family members to read different 
sections. This is a great time to help younger children with their reading skills. 

TALK ABOUT IT
Discuss the following questions as a family. The brief answers provided may help you guide the conversation 
as needed.

1. In this passage we meet two people who were suffering. The first person was a ruler in his town. Why 
was he suffering?

His daughter had just died.

2. What did the ruler do after his daughter died?

He immediately found Jesus, knelt before Him, and asked Him to come and raise her from the dead.

3. Jesus and the disciples began walking with the ruler to his home. What happened on the way?

A woman who had been bleeding for 12 years came up behind Jesus and touched the edge of His cloak. She 
believed that if she could touch His cloak she would be healed.

4. What happened when she touched Jesus’ cloak?

Jesus turned around and talked to her. He called her “daughter” and said “take heart...your faith has healed you.” 
A great miracle happened! Her bleeding stopped.

5. When they arrived at the ruler’s house, the funeral had already started. Why did the people laugh at 
Jesus?

Jesus said that the girl was only sleeping. Everyone knew she was dead.

6. What did Jesus do?

He told all the people to get out of the house. He went into the girl’s room, and held her hand. She came back to 
life and got up!  Jesus had this great power because of who He was. He was (and is) God.

7. Jesus did these amazing miracles to show us who He really was. He was a real man, but He was (and 
is) also the real God. The ruler and the woman believed in Jesus’ power. How do we show that we believe 
in Jesus’ divine power today?

The ruler and the woman came to Jesus with impossible situations (death and chronic illness). They completely 
believed in Jesus’ power to raise the dead and heal the sick. If we had their faith, we too would pray for miracles!

When we pray, do we pray with full belief in Jesus’ power over all things? Do we pray to the King of Kings and the 
Lord of Lords, or do we pray more like talking to “a nice carpenter?”

When we truly believe Jesus is the one true God, it changes what we pray about, and the way we pray.  When we 
pray we can trust God’s power and His sovereign answer.
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PRAYER
A powerful way to pray as a family is to follow ACTS. You may choose to pray through one or all of these 
sections. Invite everyone to take a turn.

ADORATION (telling God how wonderful He is)
God became a man in Jesus Christ. Jesus was fully human, fully tempted, and fully suffered. Jesus also 
showed us His full divinity through the miracles He performed. Praise the Lord for these things.

CONFESSION (admitting our sins to God)
Believing in Jesus is a serious thing. Jesus isn’t just a “nice man” or our “pal.” He is the King. When we sin, we 
sin against the King. Thankfully, the King loves us and has made a way for us to be forgiven. Take time and 
confess your sins to each other, and to the Lord.  It is helpful if a parent goes first.

THANKSGIVING (expressing our gratitude to God)
Thank Jesus for raising the ruler’s daughter, and for healing the sick woman. Thank Him also for the things 
He has done to bless, heal, and provide for your family.

SUPPLICATION (asking God for things we need)
God invites us to tell Him the desires of our hearts. The ruler and the woman came to Jesus asking for BIG 
miracles. When we pray, we are praying to God! He rules the universe and has all power and resources at His 
disposal. Let’s pray big!  A parent can say a closing prayer.

CATECHISM QUESTIONS
As you go through your week, help each other learn the answers to these important questions. The Home 
Discipleship Guide moves through 45 questions each semester. 

25. Can anyone go to Heaven with this sinful nature? No, our hearts must be changed before we can be fit for 
Heaven.

26. What is a change of heart called? Regeneration.

27. Who can change the sinner’s heart? The Holy Spirit alone.

DIGGING DEEPER FOR TEENS
Talk about these questions with your teen.

1. The ruler and the woman in Matthew 9 completely believed in Jesus’ power. Unfortunately, there are 
times when we doubt more than we believe. Can you think of a time when you doubted Jesus’ power in 
your life?

Share with your teenager about a sitution in which you doubted God’s power. Talk together about how your 
prayers would change if you had faith like the ruler and the sick woman.  This is not about praying harder, but 
praying with faith because we know Who we are praying to.

2. The sick woman had been bleeding for 12 years. For the Jewish people of that time, this meant she 
was “unclean” and could not fully participate in the worship at the synagogue. What do we learn about 
Jesus through his ministry to this woman?

Jesus accepts all who come to Him in faith. The righteous Old Testament law was a lesson to the people that only 
perfect people would be accepted by God. Jesus preached this message too, knowing that we all sin and we all 
need a Savior. The Good News is that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. All we can do is respond to His 
grace and believe.
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FAMILY MEMORY VERSE
Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Matthew 11:28

ACTIVITY
Words in bold are what you can say to lead this activity. Do you have both teens and younger children? 
Consider putting a teenager in charge of leading the activity.

Supplies needed: Costume supplies to make someone a “king.” It could be as simple as a bathrobe and a paper 
crown.

Welcome back to family worship! I need three volunteers to help us get started. I need a king, a son, and 
a soldier. Who can play these roles for me?

Once you have your volunteers, send the king to another room in your home. Have the soldier block the 
door or the hallway that leads to the king. “The Son” can remain with the family.

(If there are not enough family members to fill these roles, you can just pretend the soldier is there)

Here is the mission. We need to find a way to get to the king! But who are we? We can’t just walk up to 
the king and introduce ourselves. In fact, the king has a soldier (or in real life many soldiers) to make 
sure that no one can reach him.

What can we do to reach the king?

Talk about the different ideas. As you moderate the discussion, come up with reasons to shoot down every 
suggestion. Maybe someone will suggest the right answer, but if not...

There is one thing we can do! We have a special person here with us. It is the king’s son. Maybe he can 
help us?

Ask the son to take you to his dad! If the son agrees, then everyone can meet the king. If the son does not 
agree, then you are stuck.

This game illustrates the real situation we all face with the real King of the universe. We cannot get to 
God on our own. Our sin and and His righteousness make it impossible. But He has made a way. He has 
given us His Son Jesus, and Jesus is the only one who can “introduce us” to His Father. Jesus explains 
this to us in the Scripture passage we are going to read today.

SCRIPTURE READING
Read Matthew 11:20-30 together as a family. Consider choosing someone who has not read for a while. Use 
this opportunity to encourage younger readers.

THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 17
Matthew 11:20-30     Warnings and Blessings
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TALK ABOUT IT
Discuss the following questions as a family. The brief answers provided may help you guide the conversation 
as needed.

1. Jesus had some harsh words for the people in the cities where He had performed His miracles. What 
did He tell them?

He had done great miracles in these cities. The purpose of those miracles was to lead people to repent of their sins 
and believe in Jesus. But they did not repent!

2. Many people never repent of their sins. Why was it especially bad that the people in these cities did 
not repent?

The people in these cities saw Jesus. They heard Him teach. They saw His miracles. Still, they did not repent and 
believe.

3. What did Jesus mean when He said, “no one knows the Son except the Father,” and “no one knows the 
Father except the Son.”

As we have been learning during the past few weeks, Jesus was no ordinary man. He was God’s Son, which 
means He was God Himself. Jesus wanted us to know that to know God means knowing Jesus, and knowing 
Jesus means knowing God. Consider reading John 14:16. One way to think about this is that the only way we 
can meet the Father is if Jesus introduces us to Him. Jesus has to bring us to His Father. Without Jesus, we cannot 
know and follow God. 

4. In these verses, Jesus tells us to come to Him and He will give us rest. He calls us to take His yoke and 
put it on ourselves. What is a yoke?

(It may be helpful to find a picture of a yoke in a book or online.) A yoke is a large harness which is placed around 
an animal’s shoulders. The animal is then able to pull a cart or plow.

5. Jesus said we should put on a yoke.  Aren’t yokes heavy? How can putting on a yoke be light?

Just like with His disciples, Jesus calls us to follow Him. When we put on Jesus’ “yoke” we follow Him, and we 
accept the misison He gives us. In what ways is that mission “light?”

A. Jesus’ yoke is light because we have the Bible. We don’t have to worry about what Jesus wants us to do. In the 
Bible He has told us everything we need to know about how to please Him.

B. Jesus’ yoke is light because we can trust God to protect us and provide for us. God loves us, and He promises to 
take care of us. We never need to worry! We don’t even need to be afraid of death, because if we believe in Jesus, 
God promises that we will be with Him together in Heaven.

C. Jesus’ yoke is light because He does all the work! When we repent and believe in Jesus, He gives us the power to 
obey Him. He prepares the “good works” for us to walk in. Ephesians 2:1
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 PRAYER
For your prayer time today, consider using the “High-Low” prayer approach. You can use the words in bold 
below to help guide you.

In our prayer time I would like us to do “High-Low.” To start, I would like to see if each person would be 
willing to share the high, or the best part, of your day (or your week).

Encourage everyone in the family to share their high points.

Thank you all for sharing those things. Would someone be willing to pray and thank God and give Him 
praise for all the blessings that were just shared?

If no one is comfortable praying, you can take the lead and thank God for the “highs” that were shared.

Now, would someone be willing to tell us about a “low” from today or from this week? What was the 
worst part of your day/week?  

It is helpful for you to go first when sharing “lows.” Listen to each person share their lows with the family.

Thank you all for sharing those things. It is so important for us to open our hearts to each other. Would 
someone be willing to pray and ask God to help us with all the things we have just heard? God loves us 
and we can bring everything to Him.

If no one is comfortable praying, you can lead this time of prayer, asking God to help each person in your family 
as they face difficult situations.

CATECHISM QUESTIONS
As you go through your week, help each other learn the answers to these important questions. The Home 
Discipleship Guide moves through 45 questions each semester. 

28. What did God give to Moses to summarize His Law? The Ten commandments.

29. What is the summary of the ten commandments? To love God with all my heart, and my neighbor as 
myself.

30. Can any one be saved by the works of the Law? None can be saved by the works of the Law.

DIGGING DEEPER FOR TEENS
Talk about this question with your teen.

In the Scripture we read, Jesus talks about how His Father has kept the truth hidden from the wise and 
learned, and revealed the truth to little children. What did Jesus mean?

The message of Christianity is foolishness to the world. The world hates the truth that God is righteous and we 
are sinners. The idea that God became a man, died on a cross, and rose again seems crazy!

Do you remember when you were younger, I would tell you to do something, you would ask why, and I would 
say, “Because I said so”? Children don’t know best. Parents do. Sometimes children just need to accept what their 
parents say and obey.

The same is true when it comes to our relationship with God. He is our Father. We are His little children. He 
has given us the Bible and calls us to believe it. What should we do when we find things in the Bible which are 
confusing or hard to believe? We should be like little children who choose to believe, just because these are the 
words of our Father. The world thinks we are crazy for having a “childlike faith” in God and His Word. The truth is 
that studying and believing in the Bible is the smartest, wisest, most logical thing we could ever do.
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FAMILY MEMORY VERSE
Make a tree good and its fruit will be good, or make a tree bad and its fruit will be bad, for a tree is recognized 
by its fruit. Matthew 12:33

ACTIVITY
Words in bold are what you can say to lead this activity.

Supplies needed: On the floor in another room, place one dollar for each child in the family. You will also need 
rope, string, or duct tape.

Welcome back to family time. Last week, you had to figure out how you could get past the soldier in 
order to reach the king. Do you remember how you did it?

We had to ask the son to take us to his father.

I have a similar challenge for you this week. In the other room (the room where you put the dollar 
bills) you will find a treasure. There is enough treasure for each one of you. But, there will be a guard 
protecting the room. Who will volunteer to be the guard?

When you have your volunteer take him or her in the other room and explain that the rest of the family will 
soon be coming for the treasure. The guard should allow him/herself to be captured and tied up. 

What are some ideas you have for how we can get our hands on that treasure?

Listen to the ideas. The one we are looking for is, “We can overpower the guard, tie him up, and then we can 
take what we want.” (Not exactly virtuous Christian behavior, but it will work.)

Proceed to take the rope and gently tie up the guard. Help yourself to the money! Then untie the guard and 
go back to the other room.

Great job. In order to get the treasure, we had to be strong enough to tie up the guard. In our Bible 
reading today, Jesus used this same illustration to show people His great power. 

PRESCHOOL FUN
Take a walk outside and look at different plants, trees, and flowers. See if you can find some plants with 
withered or sick leaves and branches. Now look for plants with strong, healthy leaves and branches. Why do 
some plants have withered leaves and others strong ones?

The leaves and branches tell us about the plant. If it is a good plant, it will have healthy stems, leaves, 
branches, flowers, and fruit. But you can tell when a plant is bad by looking at it’s stems, leaves, branches, etc. 

Explain to your preschooler that God wants to make our hearts good, so that we will love and obey Him.

THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 24
Matthew 12:22-37    Jesus Warns the Pharisees
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SCRIPTURE READING
Read Matthew 12:22-37 together as a family. Consider asking different family members to read different 
sections. This is a great time to help younger children with their reading skills.

TALK ABOUT IT
Discuss the following questions as a family. The brief answers provided may help you guide the conversation 
as needed.

1. In the beginning of our reading Jesus casts a demon out of a man. What is a demon?

Before God made Adam and Eve, He made many angels. Some of those angels rebelled against God. God threw 
them out of Heaven and they now fight against God and His people. These fallen angels are called demons.

2. According to the Pharisees, how did Jesus cast out this demon?

They accused Jesus of being Satan! They reasoned that the demons take their orders from Satan, and since the 
demons were leaving these people, that Jesus must be Satan himself.

3. How did Jesus answer them?

Jesus said, “every Kingdom divided against itself is ruined.” If He were Satan, why would He cast out demons?

He explained that if someone wants to rob a house, he has to first tie up the one who guards the house. Jesus used 
this illustration to explain that if someone wants to cast out a demon, he has to first tie up (bind, defeat) Satan. 
Because Jesus has power over Satan, He is able to cast out demons.

4. Jesus also talked about trees and their fruit. What did He say?

Good trees make good fruit. Bad trees make bad fruit. If you want to have good fruit, you need to have a good 
tree!  Where does our sin come from? It comes from our sinful hearts.

Jesus’ teaching here connects to all of Jesus’ words (the Bible) that we are all sinners, because we are “bad trees.” 
The only way to have good fruit, is to become a good tree. But how can we do that? How can a bad tree make 
itself into a good tree? It can’t. We can’t save ourselves. We can’t become good. God has to do that for us. God 
is the one who makes a way for us to be saved and pays the price for our forgiveness. (Explore this in detail in 
Ephesians 2:1-10)

5. At the end of what we read, Jesus talked about the importance of the words we use. What did He say?

In verse 36 Jesus said, “But I tell you that men will have to give account on the day of judgment for every careless 
word they have spoken.” He also said that the words we use are a reflection of what is really in our hearts.

Can you remember a time that you were careless with your words? (Share these situations with each other).

Can you think of a time when you had sin in your heart and it came out in your words? (Share these situations 
with each other).

6. How could we help each other use our words for blessings and encouragement?

Listen for practical ideas and try and develop a simple family plan for helping each other increasingly honor God 
and one another with your words.
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PRAYER
A powerful way to pray as a family is to follow ACTS. You may choose to pray through one or all of these 
sections. Invite everyone to take a turn.

ADORATION (telling God how wonderful He is)
Jesus showed his power over Satan by casting out the demons. Jesus has the power to make us good, so 
that we can obey God and love others. Praise Jesus for these things.

CONFESSION (admitting our sins to God)
Jesus conquered sin, death, and the devil through His resurrection. Because of what Jesus did we can 
confess our sins and find forgiveness. We should confess our sins to each other and to God. It is helpful if a 
parent goes first. 

THANKSGIVING (expressing our gratitude to God)
Thank God for all the ways He has shown His power in your life and in your family. Thank God for sending 
Jesus, who forgives our sins and makes us good. Thank God for your family.

SUPPLICATION (asking God to act)
Is your family facing a spiritual battle right now? Jesus has power over Satan and the demons. You can pray 
against any spiritual attacks in the name of Jesus. Do you need God to help your family grow in gentleness 
with each other? Pray for God to change your hearts and words.

CATECHISM QUESTIONS
As you go through your week, help each other learn the answers to these important questions. The Home 
Discipleship Guide moves through 45 questions each semester. 

31. Why can none be saved by the works of the Law? Because all have broken it, and are condemned by it.

32. Who will be saved from the penalty of sin? Only those who repent and place their faith alone in the Lord 
Jesus Christ.

33. What does it mean to repent? To change my mind about sin and God, which leads to a change of my 
behavior as empowered by the Holy Spirit.

DIGGING DEEPER FOR TEENS
Talk about these questions with your teen.

1. Jesus teaches serious things in this passage of Scripture. He said, “He who is not with me is against 
me, and he who does not gather with me scatters” (Matthew 12:30). What does this mean?

There are only two sides. There is light and there is darkness. People are saved or lost. The world believes that 
people are “basically good” but Jesus taught that people are in darkness. In this passage Jesus was saying that if 
a person is not “gathering with [Him]”, in other words if a person is not following Him, then that person is against 
Him. He is not gathering, but scattering! He is not neutral, but rather opposed to Jesus. 

2. In this passage of Scripture we find one of Jesus’ most difficult and complicated teachings. Read 
verses 31-32. Jesus teaches that “blasphemy against the Holy Spirit” will not be forgiven. This is serious 
and worthy of your careful study. Take some time and read the articles on the following websites to 
better understand what Jesus meant.

http://carm.org/what-blasphemy-holy-spirit-can-christian-commit-it

http://www.desiringgod.org/resource-library/sermons/beyond-forgiveness-blasphemy-against-the-spirit
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FAMILY MEMORY VERSE
But the one who received the seed that fell on good soil is the man who hears the word and understands it. 
Matthew 13:23a

ACTIVITY
Words in bold are what you can say to lead this activity.

Supplies needed: Seeds (any kind will do), paper and pen/marker for each person.

Welcome back to family time! I’d like everyone to take a piece of paper and something to write with. 

Older children may need to help the little ones.

I would also like each of you to take a seed. Can anyone explain to us how a seed grows into a plant?

Listen as one or more of the children try and explain the process.

Take your paper and try and draw a series of pictures to show how a plant begins with a seed, and ends 
up with flowers, fruit, etc.

After people have had a chance to make their pictures, let them explain what they drew. Talk about how 
plants need good soil, sunshine, and water. 

In just a moment we are going to read the Bible together. In our Scripture passage today, Jesus tells a 
parable. It is a special story with an important lesson.

The parable was about a farmer, seeds, and dirt. I wonder what Jesus was trying to teach us? Let’s find 
out.

PRESCHOOL FUN
What are roots? This activity is easiest using a plant that you may have inside your home. However, you 
can go outside if it is convenient. Lay out some newspaper on the floor and set a small potted plant on the 
newspaper. Talk with your child about the different parts of the plant. Look carefully at God’s amazing work! 
Feel the leaves and the stem. Even give them a sniff!

Now for the fun part. Ask your child if he or she knows what is under the dirt? Would they like to find out?

Carefully turn the plant over and remove it from the pot. Pull away a little bit of the dirt to reveal the roots. Let 
your child feel the roots and see how they connect to the plant. Talk about how God made plants with roots so 
that they could get water and food from the soil.

God wants us to have roots too! We need strong roots if we are going to grow strong faith. How do we get 
strong roots? Jesus says that we need to read and believe the Bible.

THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 31
Matthew 13:1-23     The Parable of the Seed
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SCRIPTURE READING
Read Matthew 13:1-23 aloud as a family. Does one person usually read the Bible during this time? Consider 
asking someone else to read today. 

TALK ABOUT IT
Discuss the following questions as a family. The brief answers provided may help you guide the conversation 
as needed.

1. Jesus told a story about a farmer, his seed, and different types of soil. What is a story like this called?

A parable. A parable is a story about things in every day life which teaches us a spiritual lesson. Some have said 
parables are earthly stories with heavenly meanings.

2. Jesus said the farmer spread the seed and it landed on four different kinds of soil. Do you remember 
what the different kinds of soil were?  

A. The path, where the birds came and ate the seed.

B. The rocky places, where the plant grew, but could not make roots, so it was burned by the sun.

C. The thorny places, where the plant grew up but was killed by the thorns.

D. The good soil, where the plant grew up and produced fruit. 

3. The disciples were confused by the parable. They asked Jesus why He taught using stories like these. 
What did Jesus say?

Not everyone will believe the truth. Not everyone will repent of their sins and believe in Jesus. Jesus told his 
disciples that many people have hard hearts. Many people don’t want the truth, and they will never believe it 
even if it is told to them.

4. Jesus then explained to His disciples the meaning of the parable. Who is the farmer and what is the 
seed?

The farmer is God, and the seed is the Word of God.

5. The soils represent four kinds of people. Let’s look carefully at verses 18-23 to understand what these 
different soils mean. There were three kinds of “bad” soil - what were they and what did they mean?

A. The path represents a person who does not understand the Word, and Satan tricks him so that he will not 
believe it.

B. The rocky soil represents a person who hears the Word and is excited about it, but when hard times come, he 
falls away.

C. The thorny soil represents a person who hears the Word, and accepts it, but instead of trusting and following 
God, he is more concerned with money and the things of this world.

6. Jesus then explained “the good soil.” The seed planted in the good soil produced fruit, LOTS of it! 
This is the person who makes a BIG difference in the world for God. Jesus said there were two things a 
person needed to do in order to be “good soil.” What were they?

The person who is “good soil” 1) hears the Word and 2) understands it. In this same parable in the book of Mark, 
the translation says, “hear the Word and accept it.” What does it take to bear fruit for God? What does it take for 
our family to make a difference in the world? We need to hear (read) the Bible, and we need to believe every word 
of it!
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PRAYER
A powerful way to pray as a family is to follow ACTS. You may choose to pray through one or all of these 
sections. Invite everyone to take a turn.

ADORATION (telling God how wonderful He is)
God has given us His Word. He has opened our minds and hearts to understand it and believe it. When we 
read and accept the Bible, He makes us fruitful for Him! Praise God for these things.

CONFESSION (admitting our sins to God)
We sin every day. Sometimes we sin by doing wrong things. Other times we sin by not doing right things. We 
sin with our thoughts and with our words. That’s a lot of sin! When we confess our sins, we experience God’s 
forgiveness and restore our daily relationship with Him. Confess your sins to each other, and to the Lord. It is 
helpful if parents go first. 

THANKSGIVING (expressing our gratitude to God)
Thank God for how He shows His love and power all over the world. Thank Him for one of your neighbors. 
Thank Him for one of your family members.

SUPPLICATION (asking God to act)
Ask God to help everyone in your family and in your church spend more time reading the Bible. Ask Him to 
open your minds and hearts so that you will understand it. Ask Him to use you to “bear fruit” and make a 
difference in the world for Christ. 

A parent can conclude with a prayer of thanks.

CATECHISM QUESTIONS
As you go through your week, help each other learn the answers to these important questions. The Home 
Discipleship Guide moves through 45 questions each semester. 

34. What does it mean to believe or have faith in Christ? To trust in Christ alone for salvation.

35. Can you repent and believe in Christ by your own power? No; I can do nothing good without the help 
of God’s Holy Spirit.

36. What justification? It is when God forgives sinners, and treats them as if they had never sinned. 

DIGGING DEEPER FOR TEENS
Talk about these questions with your teen.

1. While we want to be the good soil in the parable, do the other three soils sometimes describe you?

Share with your teenager about different chapters in your spiritual life. Most of us have times when we have 
followed God more seriously, and times when we have done our own thing.

2. Are there parts of the Bible that are confusing for you? 

Use this question to encourage open conversation about questions, concerns, and doubts you both may have 
about the Bible.

Look for answers to difficult questions. Call your pastor. Look for resources in the library. When in doubt...trust 
and believe what God has said! 
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Throughout this guide we will point you to additional resources which can be a tremendous help to your 
family. Here are a few that we encourage you to consider in order to maximize your spiritual life at home.

THE BIG PICTURE BIBLE by David R. Helm
Great for preschoolers! The Big Picture Bible is designed to teach the “big story” of the Bible - connecting all 
the events of Scripture with Christ.  

THE CHILD’S STORY BIBLE by Catherine Vos
Don’t be fooled by the title. This is not a “kiddy” Bible. This is the Bible in powerful story form, and it can be 
used as a great complement to your family Bible reading time.

THE JESUS STORYBOOK BIBLE by Sally Lloyd-Jones
This book works its way through the Bible showing how everything points to what Jesus did on the cross.

THE LAMB by John R. Cross
This book does a great job presenting the Gospel in way that really shows children their need of Jesus’ 
redemptive work on the cross.

FAMILY TIME TRAINING     www.FamTime.com
When we put some creativity and fun into family time —kids love it! That is where Family Time Training 
comes in. Sign up for a free once-a-month email service at the website above and receive a fun, free, 
creative idea for growing your faith at home.

SEEDS FAMILY WORSHIP     www.SeedsFamilyWorship.net
Fun, Scripture-based songs on CD that can help your family sing together and worship God.

VISIONARY FAMILY MINISTRIES     www.VisionaryFam.com
Downloadable additional home discipleship guides, free mp3 parenting seminars, and other family 
resources to equip you to pass faith to your children.

For more information about the Home Discipleship Guide contact: 
Vance Frusher
Wheaton Bible Church
27W500 North Avenue
West Chicago, IL 60185
vfrusher@wheatonbible.org

Scripture is taken from the Holy Bible, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 
International Bible Society. All rights reserved throughout the world. Used by permission of International 
Bible Society.

Written by Rob Rienow, Founder of Visionary Family Ministries, www.VisionaryFam.com
Designed by Leslie Zander
Edited by Kris Annen and Pam Moore
Printed in the United States of America

RES O UR C ES
TO HELP YOU GROW FAITH AT HOME



“Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with 
all your soul, and with all your strength. These com-
mandments that I give to you today are to be upon 
your hearts.”

“Impress them on your children. Talk 
about them when you sit at home...” 

Deuteronomy 6:5–7

Questions about children, youth,  
or family ministries at Wheaton Bible Church? 
Contact Pam Moore at 630.260.1600,  
pmoore@wheatonbible.org

This Home Discipleship Guide  
is also available online at  
www.wheatonbible.org.


